CHAPTER 3

FEX

“ddnl

HIGHLIGHTS OF
\
THE YEAR N



FEXE

Highlights of the Year

—Hi R EIEXE H

2024F %), —HIREERZAWMA
MEHERBH. RERITHREER
RERER, RAKKRERESEE
DED, TEHIERL, EFRERE
B, BREIEAEE, tRIABRA.
BERMIELE, —HBRERE T
ROUFRR, BEERATHEEYF
B, UPpHEBRAIXBZIERAA
BLIREM N RS b,

BEA (FR%) EXKIL

202447, BEBMAELNRLA
BHIDEABRBONESEESED
FNH—FBRETAE (F=) .
BN BB R BHAEN X — &N
RR, BEKX (R%=) BHBERX
EXBREKFEAT S, BEER
MERLRRYEE. EISFHEX
FOEAFHE .

Official Establishment

Phase 1 Campus Officially Put Into Use

At the beginning of 2024, Phase 1 of the CityUHK (DG) campus was completed
and officially put into operation in the Songshan Lake Science City of
Dongguan. The campus inherits the architectural character of CityUHK,
integrating the modern aesthetic with smart and sustainable concepts. With
interlacing spatial layers and courtyards that unfold in sequence, the design
embodies academic gravitas while revealing a harmonious interplay between
nature and technology. As a major achievement of higher education
collaboration within the Greater Bay Area, CityUHK (DG) campus serves as a
vital platform for bringing together innovation resources and cultivating global
talent, further contributing to the Greater Bay Area's development into a
world-class hub for science and education.
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In April 2024, the Ministry of Education issued an official letter to the Guangdong Provincial Government, approving the
establishment of CityUHK (DG), a university with independent legal status and demonstrating the collaboration between the
Chinese mainland and Hong Kong. Since then, CityUHK (DG) continuously has been continuously injecting new momentum in
attracting talent to the Greater Bay Area, advancing new quality productive forces in the Comprehensive National Science
Center, and promoting higher education in Dongguan.
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BFEE RS Excellent Quality of Students in the Inaugural Year

BHEFEARBEFTRITENRZESHER. ERS In its inaugural year of undergraduate admissions, CityUHK (DG) launched
FAHTIE. DeesETE. MERS5TERN four programmes: Computer Science, Energy Science and Engineering,
AN BEELBEREAS, £+4E (7.8 Intelligent Manufacturing Engineering, and Materials Science and
SaX ) HFE 125 LARIE, KT 985 = Engineering. A total of 125 students were admitted from ten provinces
BKE, BoyEERERD C. LASKE (municipalities / autonomous regions). The admitted students were all on
B 43, par with students admitted to top-tier “985 universities”, with some even

demonstrating the academic strength to be admitted to “the C9 League”

or the top five universities in East China.
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The Grand Opening

CityUHK (DG) officially opened in September, 2024. At the opening ceremony, Mr. Leung Chun-ying, Vice Chairman of the
National Committee of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference; Mr. Zhang Shaokang, Vice Governor of
Guangdong Province; and Mr. Xiao Yafei, the then Secretary of the CPC Dongguan Municipal Committee, joined other
distinguished guests to witness this significant moment of higher education collaboration between Guangdong and Hong Kong.
Mr. Leung remarked that CityUHK (DG) marks the milestone of the Guangdong-Hong Kong collaboration, and aims to serve as a
bridge in building an international ecosystem of science, innovation, and industry. Mr. John Lee Ka-chiu, Chief Executive of Hong
Kong SAR, commended CityUHK (DG) for delivering new breakthroughs in Hong Kong-Mainland collaboration and the
advancement of higher education in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area. Prof. Freddy Boey, President of
CityUHK, remarked that CityUHK (DG) will uphold the principle of Consistency in Academic Excellence, and working with
CityUHK to create an inspirational, interactive and innovative environment for education.
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2IRHEBIGEO% Leading Positions in Global Rankings

&I “PR—R" WhEERM, BERAK (R Building on the principle of “Consistency in Academic Excellence” ,
=) G ALRBRMER, ES ARG CityUHK (DG) has achieved international recognition in step with
SHEERGINT.E QS. TE+EEHS CityUHK. CityUHK ranks among the Top 100 in all four of the
(THE). U.S. News. Bt RHEE RA S22 REEZ world's most authoritative global university rankings, QS, Times
A4 EIE SRS E R, R ES Higher Education (THE), U.S. News & World Report, and ARWU, and
B4R THE TN "2 RBER A" has been selected by THE as the Most International
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growing global influence.

QS 2025F R KFH A F62fu | WHE10
QS 2025 World University Rankings 62nd | Asia Ranking 10th

University,demonstrating its outstanding overall strength and
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Times Higher Education 2025 World University Rankings 78th | Asia Ranking 16th

(Ranked as The world's most international university in both 2024 and 2025)
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U.S. News&World Report 2024-2025 Best Global Best Universities Ranking 79th 79
BB RRFZREE £y | HEBE2MU Ak *RH

Academic Ranking of World Universities in Soft Science
Ranked 99th | Hong Kong Ranking 2nd
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EZENFRETESREETFNES £RE32MU | WHNE6N
[U.S. patent rankings] #1 among Hong Kong's universities for
nine consecutive years (6th in Asia and 32nd globally)
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Approved to be National Natural Science
Foundation of China Affiliate Institution

At the beginning of 2024, CityUHK (DG) formally became a
national Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) Affiliate
Institution after the approval of NSFC's Executive Committee
Meeting. This signifies that CityUHK (DG) is now qualified to
independently apply for and undertake NSFC-funded projects.

Joint Talent Development
with Fudan University

CityUHK (DG) and Fudan University offer a specific joint
Master's program in Business Information Systems (BIS) with a
Financial & Intelligent Technology (FIT) stream. The program
adopts a cross-campus, cross-disciplinary training model,
where students spend their first year in Dongguan and the
second year in Shanghai. The inaugural cohort enrolled 63
students. Upon graduation, students will receive a Master's
degree from City University of Hong Kong along with a study
certificate from Fudan University, while enjoying multiple
advantages, including access to alumni networks in both
locations, internship opportunities in Hong Kong, and
eligibility for the IANG work visa.
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Outstanding Faculty

In the World's Top 2% Scientists rankings, 20 scholars from CityUHK
(DG) were listed in the Single-Year Scientific Impact Ranking, and 16
professors were listed in the Career-Long Scientific Impact Ranking.
In Elsevier's 2024 Highly Cited Chinese Researchers List, Chair
Professor Zishun Liu, Chair Professor Yi Li, and Professor Linni Jian

2 ER Ak B A (5 ) RIS, B were included. Prof Kwai Man Luk, Adjunct Professor of CityUHK

sumsRmmMmNARER s pE 0730l of i v ol oy b
FRESEFIRMFELRENBUBEFTNE

o ) . Chen-To Tai Distinguished Educator Award. The contributions of
RENHHEERK. 1S B HTAHHRE

S ° . . X faculty in their research fields have earned broad recognition from
REVRS T FRZINA, i — S HIE T R the academic community, further confirming CityUHK (DG)'s leading

AR R TS E R AL, position in cutting-edge scientific research.
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CityUHK (DG) Education Foundation

CityUHK (DG) Education Foundation was registered in March 2025,
establishing a standard council governance structure and regulatory
framework. The original funding of RMB 2 million came from Haoshan
Foundation of Guangdong Great River Group. In April, the Inaugural
Ceremony was held, receiving support from Guangdong Great River
Group, Long After Group, and other enterprises, with total contributions
exceeding RMB 22 million, including financial and in-kind support. This
demonstrates the confidence and expectation of the community to the
University. We extend our heartfelt thanks to all the supporters and look
forward to joining hands with the community to build CityUHK (DG) into a
world-class university.
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HK Tech 300%#EX HK Tech 300

DEES into the Greater Bay Area

ME5< y
2024498, B A (FZE) Wk “HK In September 2024, CityUHK (DG) hosted the awards ceremony for the
Tech 3002 EAFAILFIAE" £-F second HK Tech 300 National Start-up Competition, alongside the launch of
W B 3| BEAS = h3 H its third edition. This year's competition attracted more than 400 start-ups,
iUs7</ \?LE%—EE@?LO ZKEK%/\& y p p
2B H400R TS S, BHEI2RXK with 12 outstanding teams from 9 Chinese mainland cities and Hong Kong
B 5 R #0184 5 A S receiving the “Outstanding Start-up” award. At the same event, the
RRETIT BE. SERTGRESNGT University inaugurated the City University of Hong Kong (DG) Innovation
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Centre. Leveraging CityUHK's research strengths and Dongguan's robust
industrial ecosystem, the Centre will bridge research and industry. It will also
serve as a key platform supporting HK Tech 300 start-up projects as they
establish and scale their ventures in Dongguan.
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Synergy across the Greater Bay Area

In June, 2025, CityUHK (DG) joined the Science Alliance of the Pilot Area of the Comprehensive National Science Center in the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area as one of the first member institutions. Through this platform, the University
promotes synergy between Dongguan and Shenzhen to jointly build an innovation ecosystem around the Wei'e Mountain. In July
the same year, the University was formally admitted to the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao University Alliance. This platform
enables cross-university collaboration in program development, interdisciplinary research, and talent cultivation. Being a member
of both alliances, CityUHK (DG) is contributing to a “Greater Bay Area higher education community with a shared future” , and
supporting the development of the Greater Bay Area with technologies and talents of strategic importance.
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52 WEAES \ ] = g A New Academic Year, A New Journe
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20255F8 A, WAL BEREIMNME, STHE e SR . e & Technolooy 2025498, WA (FZ) U “BBBSE AATR" In September 2025, the Opening Convocation Ceremony
BMERRTEBBEA. BRKX (%) £F R & H TR EEIT0252 EF M, +ERHEEER 2025 of CityUHK (DG) was held under the theme “CityUers
ZE (AKX THAXHARRERREENT BE.... m!;niémfa%ngmm e RE AENERISERRSRELRALE 544 Shine, Success in sight” . Mr. Zhenying Liang, Vice Chairman
Btk . =B BRE R AR T ~B : v 4 FAELRTE TH2EMR, PRSI EERRAS of the Najcional Committee of the Chilnese People's Political
ﬁ%}m, ﬁﬁ%ﬂég%ﬂﬁiﬁﬁ’\]%’j}\ ﬁﬁ‘—ﬁ <o ] ET%A_BE{/]EW %%éf’ﬁéﬂ%ﬂ'\]igf’ﬁﬁﬁ, %Eﬂ%‘—%%ﬁﬁ Consultative Conference, Mr. Hao Wei, Secretary of the CPC

Dongguan Municipal Committee, and University
representatives attended the ceremony, joining faculty and
students to embark on the new academic year together. Mr.
Liang in his speech affirmed the important role played by the
University to connect Guangdong and Hong Kong and
encouraged students to draw on resources in the Greater
. . . . Bay Area and contribute to national development with
Strategic Cooperation Plan Signed with the Department of innovative thinking. President Mr. Baoyan Duan in his
Science and Technology of Guangdong Province speech advised students to build a solid knowledge
: = foundation, cultivate academic excellence, and become
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In August 2025, to further strengthen technological collaboration between Guangdong and Hong Kong, the Department of Science
and Technology of Guangdong Province, CityUHK, and CityUHK (DG) jointly signed the Work Plan for Advancing Deep
Technological Cooperation. Under this framework, the three parties will establish a seed funding pool through joint investment,
bringing together talent, funding, and platform resources from both Guangdong and Hong Kong. The plan focuses on supporting
major research projects aligned with the development needs of the Greater Bay Area, fostering internationally impactful original
scientific breakthroughs, and accelerating the integration of science and industry in Guangdong and Hong Kong.

responsible CityUers. The ceremony also marked the official
opening of the University Library, representing the full
operation of the Phase 1 campus.

e | / J = | Mﬁ:ﬂg??«l‘?ﬁ:mg Innovating into the Future
B A . .- : - | Fevs Fevs
HRIEREE Breakthrough in the Structure ¥ 4% 0L R EY % W = EEBRBAE (FRFE)2025F5FFF #1L
L FE of Amorphous Alloys - N 78 5% | b & “ Opening Convocation Ceremony 2025
’ : - - : - ‘ 1 2025.09.10
BEA (RE) R E KT ER The team led by Dr. WU Zhenduo from CityUHK (DG) completed research in | B b e
U FEARISREE FEAHIERSSTE advanced amorphous alloys, using the China Spallation Neutron Source. B
EEEERM, XK RENRY RENER During the University's preparation stage, this project won the Higher
BB NSRS TR A EREL, Education Outstanding Scientific Research Output Award from the Ministry of
Education.
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