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City University of Hong Kong (Dongguan) has embarked on a promising
journey in its inaugural year, with the policy support and generous resources
provided by governments at all levels, as well as the care and assistance from
all sectors of society. As a key component in City University of Hong Kong's
response to the national strategy for the Guangdong—Hong Kong—Macao
Greater Bay Area and its effort to embrace the rise of the knowledge
economy, CityUHK (DG) campus has carried from its inception the important
mission of driving educational innovation and regional integration.

Situated at the heart of the region, Dongguan, especially the Songshan Lake
Science City, hosts national-level scientific facilities such as the China
Spallation Neutron Source and the Songshan Lake Materials Laboratory.
Dongguan, with Shenzhen and Guangzhou, forms a “The One-Hour
Innovation Network,” offering a complete ecosystem that connects basic
research, technology transfer, and industrial application. Establishing the
CityUHK (DG) campus here is to integrate Hong Kong's international
academic network with Dongguan's strengths in advanced manufacturing,
creating a future-oriented hub for university—industry—research collaboration.

Within CityUHK's global strategy, the Dongguan campus serves as a central
driver for deepening our “synergy between two cities” vision. Guided by the
“Consistency in Academic Excellence” principle, we are committed to
enabling mutual recognition of courses, student exchange, and faculty
sharing across campuses, ensuring aligned academic standards and seamless
resource flow.

City University of HongKong (Dongguan)
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We believe that a university is not only a place where knowledge is
transmitted, but also a force that propels innovation. In its first year, the
Dongguan campus has prioritized frontier disciplines such as computer
science, intelligent manufacturing, new energy, and advanced materials,
attracting distinguished scholars from around the world. At the same
time, we highly value collaborative innovation. By forging partnerships
with enterprises and working closely with major national scientific
facilities such as the China Spallation Neutron Source and the Songshan
Lake Materials Laboratory, we strive to advance innovative research with
great impact.

Carrying forward CityUHK's strong foundations, CityUHK (DQ) is
committed to cultivating an international learning environment that
bridges cultures and disciplines. Through our “Distinguished Lecture
Series” , we invite leading global scholars to conduct collaborative
research and joint teaching, broadening our students' international
perspectives. Meanwhile, CityUHK's signature “HK Tech 300" innovation
and entrepreneurship program has been introduced to Dongguan,
encouraging students to take ideas beyond the classroom and transform
creative ideas into real-world solutions. These nurture future leaders
with both professional depth and a strong sense of social responsibility.

Looking ahead, CityUHK (DG) will draw upon the growth momentum of
the Greater Bay Area and the solid foundation of CityUHK, remaining
steadfast in advancing innovation-driven education. We aspire to
become a leading global university, excelling in research and
professional education. We warmly welcome partners from all sectors to
join us as we write a new chapter in higher-education innovation and
contribute strong talent and intellectual support to the development of
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area.

Professor Freddy BOEY
President and University Distinguished Professor, CityUHK
Chairman of the Governing Board, CityUHK (DG)
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Time flows like a mighty river, carrying us boldly toward the future. As | look
back on the remarkable journey of City University of Hong Kong (Dongguan),
from an ambitious blueprint to a flourishing reality, | am filled with deep
emotion and even greater optimism. The establishment of a university is
never simply an expansion of physical scale. It is a reinvention of educational
ideals and a reimagining of academic possibilities. CityUHK (DG) stands as a
landmark achievement. It signifies CityUHK's inspired response to national
strategies, bold integration into the dynamic development of the
Guangdong-Hong Kong—Macao Greater Bay Area, and forward-looking
commitment to the future mission of higher education.

Over the past year, we have charted our course with a visionary gaze toward
the stars, while advancing each mile with steadfast determination. Our
journey starts from April 2024, when CityUHK (DG) received official approval
from the Ministry of Education. By September 2024, our first cohort of about
550 students embarked on their academic journey here. By now, our
teaching system and governance structure have been steadily taking shape.
These achievements are the result of countless days and nights of dedication,
and they reflect the trust and support we have received from the society. On
behalf of the University, | extend my heartfelt gratitude to government at all
levels, to our partners and friends across communities, and to all our faculty,
staff, and students. Your commitment and contributions have made possible
the educational transformation now unfolding on this very campus.

We understand that a university draws its vitality from moving in step with its
era and growing alongside its city. Today, the Guangdong-Hong Kong—Macao

City University of HongKong (Dongguan)
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Greater Bay Area is entering a new stage of development. Dongguan, a city famous for
manufacturing globally, is undergoing a critical transformation from “manufacturing”
to “intelligent manufacturing” . Songshan Lake Science City is emerging as a
powerhouse of innovation with major national research facilities such as the China
Spallation Neutron Source and leading enterprises including Huawei. From the very
beginning, we have rooted our development within this dynamic ecosystem. Our first
academic programmes were purposefully designed to align with regional industry
needs. The University actively leverages the capabilities of large-scale scientific facilities
to conduct frontier research, for example, supporting Professor Wu Zhenduo's team in
addressing key material challenges related to foldable-device hinges, and hosting the
third HK Tech 300 National Start-up Competition (Dongguan Division) , which helped
germinate new ideas and ventures on our campus. These initiatives enable our students
to sharpen their skills through real-world engagement, strengthen their resolve through
collaborative problem-solving, and expand the boundaries of what a campus can be. At
the same time, they demonstrate our commitment to contributing proactively to the
region's development and to becoming a vibrant driver of innovation for the Greater
Bay Area.

The world of science is often shaped by unconventional minds. This “unconventional”
quality is not about being impractical, rather it is the willingness to pursue knowledge
without calculating short-term gains, and the resolve to press on despite uncertainty
and obstacles. Scientific inquiry demands this spirit, and so does education. We
encourage our students to look up and think boldly, to turning intuition into precise
thinking and to seek breakthroughs through interdisciplinary collaboration. At the same
time, we guide them to stay grounded, to cultivate the discipline of “solve the problem
as thoroughly as possible,” and to sharpen their abilities through hands-on practice. This
pursuit of both the lofty and the practical, looking up to the universe while remaining
rooted in the earth, embodies the founding vision that has always guided our
institution.

We aspire for this university to nurture not only engineers and scientists with solid
professional competence, but also a generation of outstanding talents who carry a
sense of responsibility for the nation, possess a broad global vision, and have the
courage to explore and innovate. As we look ahead, may we remain true to our
educational mission and rise to the expectations of our time. On this vibrant and
promising land, let us move forward together and write the next chapter of our shared
journey.

Professor DUAN Baoyan

President, CityUHK (DG)
Academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering
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For a university created through partnership between Hong Kong and the
Chinese Mainland and born in the Guangdong—-Hong Kong—Macao Greater
Bay Area, how should it strike root, and how will it grow? In our founding
year, we have gradually found the answer through exploration: we must be
firmly rooted in this vibrant engine of innovation, while maintaining an open
outlook that keeps us closely connected with the world.

City University of Hong Kong (DG) is both a brand-new institution and an
extension of the City University of Hong Kong's strong academic heritage.
This heritage is reflected first and foremost in its deeply rooted international
character. CityUHK has been named the “Most International University in the
World" for two consecutive years, and we are committed to bringing this
global outlook into the soil of Dongguan. This year, in addition to enrolling
students from across the Chinese Mainland, we welcomed 19 students from
Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan, as well as 3 international students. We are
also recruiting outstanding faculty from around the world, enabling our
students to broaden their horizons right here by Songshan Lake and
experience a truly cross-cultural learning environment without leaving
Dongguan. Yet our internationalisation is never a matter of simple
transplantation. It is about local integration. As a world-class manufacturing
hub, Dongguan is accelerating its transition toward advanced manufacturing.
In response, our academic programmes are closely aligned with regional
development priorities, and we continue to deepen partnerships with leading
local enterprises. This allows our faculty and students to engage directly in
research and development, ensuring that classroom learning connects
seamlessly with the cutting edge of industry. Our campus has no walls as the

EBWHTAE (KR5%) City University of HongKong (Dongguan)
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major national research facilities and materials laboratories next door
forming an extension of our learning space.

Amid today's complex and rapidly evolving global landscape, the
higher-education collaboration in the Greater Bay Area continues to
demonstrate exceptional vitality. The integration of Hong Kong's
long-established strengths in international education with the Chinese
Mainland's comprehensive industrial ecosystem provides a uniquely fertile
environment for translating research into real-world applications, serving as
an essential foundation for nurturing innovation-driven talent with global
competitiveness. We are building an open, interdisciplinary platform
spanning education, research, and knowledge transfer, one that bridges our
international academic framework with the development opportunities
arising across the Greater Bay Area. By linking CityUHK's global network
with the innovation dynamism of Songshan Lake, we are actively exploring
a model of integrated development that aligns Hong Kong's strengths with
the region's needs. Through these efforts, we aim to contribute
meaningfully to the Greater Bay Area's vision of becoming a world-class
hub for international education and scientific innovation.

We firmly believe that a university can only draw real strength when it is
deeply rooted in the city it inhabits, and can only embrace the future when
it remains attuned to the wider world. CityUHK (DG) aspires to serve as a
bridge linking Hong Kong and Guangdong, connecting China with the
world, and carrying the aspirations of every member of our community.
Together, we look forward to advancing toward the shared future of the
Greater Bay Area.

Looking ahead, we advance with steady purpose and strong anticipation.
Under the visionary leadership and professional governance of the University
Governing Board, we will remain true to our founding mission and continue
striving to build CityUHK (DG) into a leading global university, excelling in
research, education, and innovation.

Professor LU Chun
Vice-President (Mainland Strategy), CityUHK
Executive President, CityUHK (DG)
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Deputy Vice-President (Mainland Strategy), CityUHK
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